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Exam ID:
MAT16C Written Assignment
Due Wednesday, 5/16

Read, Reflect, and React (or Respond) Prompt #5

In learning math we are constantly bombarded with numerous definitions for
mathematical objects, and you might wonder how a mathematician would come up with
such objects. Believe it or not, but many mathematical objects are created in response to
physical phenomenon. Sequences and series are no exception; you encounter these
objects on a daily basis. I would like you to become a math explorer and hunt down an
infinite sequence of numbers you have recently encountered in your life and respond to
the following:

1. Write down five terms of your sequence and describe where these numbers came
from. Talk about whether you think this sequence converges or diverges.

2. Use these five terms in a series and compute the first five partial sums. Talk about
whether you think this new sequence of partial sums converges or diverges.

(in memory of Dr. Silvia)



